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This recital is in partial fulfillment of the
graduation requirements for the degree,
Bachelor of Music Education.

Center for the Performing Arts
November 16, 2020
Monday Evening
8:00 p.m.

This is the thirtieth program of the 2020-2021 season.

Program
Please silence all electronics for the duration of the concert. Thank you.

Sonata Prima

I. Andante
II. Allegro moderato
III. Allegro
IV. Vivace

Sonata for Trumpet and Piano
I. Theme and Variations
II. Andante Liberamente
III. Allegro Spumante

Centennial Horizon
I. Aspen Grove

Giovanni Buonaventura Viviani
arr. Michael Rondeau
(born 1948)

Norman Dello Joio

(1913-2008)

Kevin McKee
(born 1980)

Sonata Prima
Giovanni Buonaventura Viviani
Giovanni Buonaventura Viviani was a composer and violinist from Italy. He
spent twenty years of his career at the Innbruck court first as a violinist and
then as a court music director. Viviani is most known for his operas and
oratorios, but he did write a few instrumental pieces which includes two
sonatas for trumpet of which this is the first. He published his first trumpet
sonata in 1678. His trumpet writing was unusual for the time in Italy because
he wrote it for C trumpet instead of D trumpet which was the up and coming
instrument in Italy at the time. This leads music historians to believe he wrote
it in Innbruck. The movements are a mixture of fanfare and recitative. The
declaratory nature of Sonata Prima suggests it was written to fill a large
church.
Sonata for Trumpet and Piano
Norman Dello Joio
Norman Dello Joio was a 20th century American composer. He became
involved with music at a young age when he started playing organ and
conducting for a church in New York at the age of 14. In 1941, Dello Joio
started studying composition with Hindemith. Hindemith encouraged Dello
Joio to write music that was lyrical instead of following the atonal music that
was popular at the time. Dello Joio was interested in church music particularly
Gregorian chant as well as Jazz so elements of these two styles can be heard
in his music. His love of Gregorian chant can be heard in the first movement
of this sonata because the theme is based off the Agnus Dei. The first
movement consists of a theme and three variations. The second movement
is almost like a cadenza with its lyrical soloistic lines. Then the third and final
movement is a conversation between the trumpet and the piano part as they
exchange repetitive sixteenth notes. This piece was commissioned by the
International Trumpet Guild in 1978.
Centennial Horizon
Kevin McKee
Kevin McKee is an American composer who writes with brass chamber
music as his primary focus. He started playing trumpet in grade school and
has continued on to earn two degrees in Trumpet Performance. McKee
describes on his website that his “child-like fascination with creativity” is an
important part of his composition process. Centennial Horizon was
commissioned by Albany trumpeter Catherine Sheridan. While only the first
movement is being played tonight, the piece contains two movements (Aspen
Grove and Roaring Gunnison), and they are connected by a musical interlude
titled Alpenglow. This piece was written to try to capture the beauty and
adventure of Colorado, which is also known as the Centennial State.
Centennial Horizon was inspired by McKee’s late grandmother and her love
for the state. The first movement pays homage to her.

